
Lisa Preston gets up close to a Christmas Island robber crab.Picture: Danella Bevis

Coming face-to-face with a crab the
size of a car tyre is all in a day’s work
for Lisa Preston.

The West Australian made the move
to Christmas Island 20 years ago after
falling in love with the isolated
Australian Territory, about 2650km
north-west of Perth, while on holiday.

For Ms Preston, owner of Indian
Ocean Experiences, life as the island’s
only commercial tour operator often
guarantees a close encounter with
plenty of quirky creatures.

Thought to be about 50 years old,
the crab pictured is one of an
estimated one million robber crabs
which can be found wandering the
island’s roads.

The protected species is the much
bigger neighbour of the island’s 

45 million red crabs whose annual
migration from the rainforest to the
ocean to spawn is legendary.

Sir David Attenborough once
described the phenomenon, in which
the crabs travel up to 20km, as one of
the 10 greatest natural wonders.

“People’s attention is caught with
the spectacular red crab migration 
but the robber crabs are the things
that steal everyone’s hearts when 
they actually get here,” Ms Preston
said.

Robber crabs are a type of land
hermit crab capable of climbing trees
and cracking open coconuts with their
claws, according to Ms Preston.
Danella Bevis

A true Christmas claws
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Cute!
The Greens, often labelled
the fun police, want to for-
malise the tag by banning
balloons in WA.

Balloons, drinking straws
and micro-beads used in 
cosmetics and cleaning
products are among a range
of  offending materials the
Greens want banned along-
side a Statewide crackdown
on plastic bags.

Mining and Pastoral
Region MLC Robin Chapple
put a private member’s Bill
on the Legislative Council
notice paper yesterday
which would fine retailers
$5000 for selling or supply-
ing prohibited bags, bal-

loons, beads, plastic straws
and polystyrene or polyeth-
ylene packaging.

Mr Chapple said he
accepted some in the com-
munity would baulk at a 
balloon ban but denied the
Greens were trying to out-
law fun.

“You can’t have much fun
in the ocean if  there’s no fish
left,” he said.

A Statewide plastic bag
ban, with the extra items
tacked on, is looming as a
major test of  the Labor
Government’s treatment of
the Greens, whose four votes
are needed along with cross-
bench support to pass its
legislation in the Upper
House.

Mr Chapple said WA,
NSW and Victoria were the

only States that did not have
some restriction on plastic
bags.

But the Greens could not
nominate any jurisdiction
in the world which had
banned balloons.

The Bill’s penalties for
sale or supply of  prohibited
items would target retailers
and not individuals.

It contains exemptions for
balloons used for medical or
health-related purposes,
such as condoms, and those
used for “meteorological
purposes” or for “carrying
passengers”.

Biodegradable straws
would be permitted.

“If  our current rates of
plastic production and dis-
posal continue it is estimat-
ed that the volume of  plastic

in the ocean will outweigh
the volume of  sea life by
2050,” Mr Chapple said.

The Greens hope to debate
the Bill in September but
would need Government
support to put it to a vote.

Environment Minister
Stephen Dawson, who indi-
cated his support for a State-
wide plastic bag ban last
month, said the Govern-
ment was investigating the
best way to implement it.

“The McGowan Labor
Government has no current
plans to legislate a State-
wide ban on the release of
balloons, however, it sup-
ports efforts to raise public
awareness of  the unintend-
ed consequences of  releas-
ing balloons during
celebrations,” he said.

Green loons out to
pop party balloons
EXCLUSIVE
t Daniel Emerson

To purchase photos from The West’s 
award-winning photographic team, 

as well as historical images, front pages 
and more visit westpix.com.au


